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Admiration of stability and peace in Iran and the rich Iranian culture:
An interview with Dr. Kazuo Watanabe, the winner of the most
prestigious Iranian award;”Khawrazmi Award”

Professor Watanabe how many
times have you been in Iran?

Many times, in fact. Once or twice
a year I come to Iran, but last year it
was more.

Since when? Since 20 years ago.

With which organizations have you
been in touch?

I'was working with the international
potato center in Peru long time
ago and we have a network over
international agricultural research
center, too. So that’s why sometimes
I come here. I’'m also affiliated with
the Bioversity international rice in
Italy. They promote the conservation
of biodiversity principally on
agrobiodiversity.

So you’ve been in many countries
and you know many cultures. How
did you find Iranian Culture and
Agriculture?

About culture you are very
polite.You also have rich historical
nice culture. Your carpet, for
example. Everything is really
technical. Thus, unless you didn’t
sustain a historical civilization you
wouldn’t be capable of sustaining
that kind of squeamish. You also
have more preparation on the human
resources. [ am generally speaking
about the cultural background that
support the technology development.
Agriculture itself, you have diverse
agriculture. You go to south, it’s
extremely dry and here (Tehran) is
also dry. But you go to the Caspian
Sea, it’s humid.

Have you seen all those areas?

No, not all of them. I visited Rasht
and Tabriz in eastern Azerbaijan.
You have different vegetations
and there is a lot of potential.

Unfortunately, you don’t have very
good international marketing at this
moment. Your domestic market is
fine, but you may need to have some
more commercialization. You have
diverse and good resources and even
you have origin over many crops
like wheat, alfalfa, onion, cabbage,
many fruits, almond, peach, apricot.

What is the problem in your
opinion?

Maybe you need to do more
marketing and get people’s interest
outside of Iran. You should look at
how people think that something is
good, see what the market demands,
and make TV ads.

What is your idea about Iranian
society, especially women’s position?

Knowing guys in Islamic countries
like Pakistan, Indonesia and
Malaysia you have a more proactive
community. For instance, in Pakistan,
they have more restrictions on the
gender issues and activities. Here you
have more activity and contribution
in science. But I'd like to see more
people appreciate the contribution in
science, but see how many professors
are females and how many are male.
The proportion of males is probably
very high.

How do you evaluate our
agriculture internationally?

The system is good, but there are
problems with your post harvest
application and you lose part of the

quality.

Can Japan be a good market for
Iranian crops?

We already have some of your
productions in Japan like fig. 70% of
dried fruit in Japan is imported from

! Th
Iran. Iranian products are cheaper
and the quality is good. There are
possibilities but we don’t know
much.

How can we discover it?

You need people to visit Iran.
Many people in Japan think Iran
is somewhere like Iraq, Syria
and Afghanistan, unfortunately they
think Iran is not stable or safe. I think
your embassy in Japan needs to do
some more activities to introduce
Iran to the Japanese. Unfortunately,

j /- /ﬁ ﬁ}ﬂt&ch nolog
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you are under sanction, but Iranian
people are very peaceful.

What do you think about genetic
engineering in Iran?

I am very pleased to see that
His Excellency the Minister of
Agriculture inaugurated the
opening an insect resistant Bt
cotton in Iran. Anyway technology
should be used and judged by the
farmers and consumers, to see that
it’s very useful and is not the matter
of something dangerous!
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