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Prof. Dr. Kazuo Watanabe

« Professor, Plant Genetic Diversity, Environmental Biosafety and
Bioethics, Gene Research Center and Faculty of of Life and
Environmental Sciences, University of Tsukuba, Japan

« Director, Gene Research Center, University of Tsukuba, Japan

* Khawrazami Awardee 2015

oo Gl iman 5 (SIS pb3
23 5 ol a3 andy OL gdils Ol
&L‘)‘Q J}Aﬁ-)b LS)JLJCM.\..LJ W‘}S sl
Sy SRSy Ol a8 (55K e
s ol Ollegae ool g sld
S5 5 anh gldels o rege S

Allea u)blw'l;.-

ok eslsta ol IS Sl
:;;ojulﬂ;;)lf@ol):w@u)@bl
o 5 i (sl ol il -
A.LQ.?- J'\ o)')?- Qﬂ" ;dbm )l&‘ )J Jj..iS
b mno (535S (S 2l

0 b 5 S

QL.A)J“,:[ 9 ‘J}\ O LS)L{M g;.i}ﬁ—\‘
(aK,:.ﬂ:)w)

Slos,h pam ¢l olean Y
el sla L 53 ks s

Ol (o sts 2 Cls -0
Ol il O Sans O S g3 5 Oliedls
238 53 48 il SRR 5
(e 5 ool (gla sty Aile 3505 5 4
5 wes sl (sl gbosts
3 AR 5 ke 55 el ST e 5

o5 orl o3 Ol b glas o 5

Sy 0397 05 pges b gl
sl

Sosbd Ty Sla o Sl & -V

3ol oL ol i ol 3 prmes
Sb Olggel jmils bl bl Gaa L
bold O glas S 5 (65l
o andlae 4 Lwadde Ol g0l il 5o 5d5
Sl s il laaie; 53 rash
j)bce)}uéwlfdb)&m;%}
ki gl = el S 2 s
el e OB el 5 O 5el 515 (s
3o o ol gl g o
Al gy 558 Oy lid T 3 anliils
(sode Sls glasl b ome 0T 5 S U
Sl CS i e e 5 OSSOl K sy
S sl s ol 5 ST o gl
Soskd s oo Gla Sl 5 Al 5STecpele

stkas ;S5 Sl aly o S o)l i
EITSY RGN RPNV LR Yt
D oS e 5SS gl S e
Ll ol s 35 LT (65455 5 ezl
P S5 oyl ol ! sloaea
Coge o amlr 4 Sl

oS

Slassoms 4 ol ol
5 Sl b ki gl
3T RN R3] S VN P S L;MS\
ol piar pl asd e OOBL (g5l
il e SIS 2 2 Sl Jont
LS )5iS sl oty
T N g e
st o b e Sl
Jlo ole sls 2 £33 (RGPS o 'C'JL.‘
ol Joe b S s ol
oo O Ml sl

25

AS slael b 35561 o850 (155
sl b sy Coil an 158 sl
Sy 5 Ol GRils oLl 5 (655l s
SoslaS osbian; 5 (S osld
S sk S IS elKiyled I
b olS518 18 e oL o 5 60k il
Ol 5 S3salpM1s ool st 5 Laissls
el sl Bl by, (ebdcen)
g.JL:S )" LS’L“‘;J) co\)jud,\m.:)' aellisls
eSS TP S W P PRSI PR S Wi
Wé)l;ftduﬁgjdw:uby\
L;iL“")) cvﬁLg LAY L;A.M Lguvsjw
S ekd (5 5550) (655bd s e i ]
GBS 5 o3k s axw g slaws (g5
cub NS5 5 s Ml g lor )
Oldaisls 03 58 jga= Lol =1L Y
SEsa 05 SOl 555 O man Slater
Opralsls iy 3 W Sl ol ok
25 85 g gl bl (50555 5
05,5 pde 5 il enlr oy ol
B N WP oS s S5 s
S A5 s S 0 oo e Bime s
C Sl (BI85 0 e 0l €508
&L‘M}ﬁdwméj‘jgﬂ
S sl s 4l S e b
Codlor sl s an )l 5 OlalS s 6L
ouY s M5 Sy e 5 0L

owlod Modt o (sUlogao 3 (B 9 (D 0

Dr. Reynaldo Ebora
« Philippine Council for Agriculture, Aquatic and Natural Resources

Research and Development (PCAARRD), Department of Science
and Technology,2015
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Prof. Dr. Marc Van Montagu

Genetics, Belgium.

* World Food Prize and Lauriat, 2013.
* President, Public Research and Regulation Initiative (PRRI), Belgium
* President, European Federation of Biotechnology (EFB), Barcelona

» Emeritus Professor, IPBO —Institute of Plant Biotechnology for
Developing Countries, Ghent University, Department of Molecular

* Pioneer in plant molecular biology and Discovery of Ti Plasmid
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Pay good attention to biotechnology

since it is very important field

H.E.Ayatullah Khamenei

the Supreme Leadr of the Iy L

Dr. Ganei: “There is not even a single
Opponent to Biotechnology in Iran!”

Dr. Ganei the secretary of the
Biotechnology Development Council
(BDC) said this in an exclusive
interview with “Tararikhteh” a
specialized in-conference-room
newsletter published during the
Third Biotechnology Festival of
the Islamic Republic of Iran; “Iran
Biotech 2015”. He continued that
the third Biotechnology Festival is
an opportunity for the biotechnology
industry and the public researchers
to join hand in hand for the
commercialization of the research
products. “Iran Biotech 2015 is
a place where we can show our
potentials” he added.

Iran Biotech 2015 is composed
of several activities including
the Biotechnology Fair, the first
Biotechnology International
Congress, art competitions, etc.
Several International participants
from different countries will also
attend this events and will contribute
towards the successful deliberation of
the Festival.

We are pleased to announce that
Baron, Dr. Marc Van Montagu the
founder of agrobacterium mediated
transformation and the “World Food
Prize Lauriat” is our special guest
among the others. He will deliver an
opening key note speech during the
first international congress; Dr. Ganei
added.

Dr. Ganei considers the
establishment and the support given
to the Science-Based-Companies
(spin offs), as a mean in line with
the realization of the “resilience
economy” demanded by the supreme

leader of the country Ayatollah
Khamenei.

He responded strongly to a question
about the Genetically Modified
Crops (GMCs) and the opposition
from different corners by saying that:
“Genetic Engineering is only one of
the branches of Biotechnology. No
one is against biotechnology. No one
is against GMCs either. The only
thing is that there are some regulations
before commercialization of GMCs.”.
“Today, Biotech crops or GMCs
contribute significant share of all
crop plants grown in the world. They
are accepted by almost all countries”,
he continued. Biotechnology should
be used by agriculture sector as it is
been used by Medical sector in Iran
today. We are lagging behind in the
use of Biotechnology in agriculture
sector. Biotechnology improves
the “productivity”. Any sector that
does not use biotechnology, will
have lower productivity Dr. Ganei
said. Biotechnology can produce
crop plants resistant against pests
and diseases, tolerant against harsh
abiotic stresses, tolerant against
environmentally friendly herbicides
and improve the quality and the
quantity of food produced. These
help poorest people who are at
the same time the most productive
people; farmers he believes.

“We do not have any opponent
to Biotechnology”; Dr. Ganei
emphasizes. The government does
not care what some of the NGOs may
say since we now have the “biosafety
law”. Before the ratification of the
law everybody including the NGOs
have expressed their views. The
Government should obey the law,
therefore we can accommodate any
views and opinions as long as it is in
line with the law. The biosafety law
of Iran allows commercialization,
release and use of GMCs.

Dr. Ganei believes that the presence
of international delegates in the Iran
Biotech 2015 and the 1st International
Biotechnology Congress, is an
opportunity for Iranians since it will
give the world the real situation
people live in Iran. “There are a lot
of ill news about Iran in the western

media. Before foreigners come to
Iran for the first time, they think Iran
is a poor country suffering a lot from
the strictest sanctions of the history,
people go hungry and there is no
security. But when they come to Iran
the first thing they do is to confess that
the media was so poisoned against
Iran. This is therefore an opportunity
to say to the world how Iranians are
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science oriented and live in peace and
prosperity”.

Biotechnology therefore cannot
only help agriculture or save the
people’s lives, it can help the
world security and bring peace and
happiness to the world. This is an
open gate to our scientists in Iran and
our collaborators all over the world.

World Food Prize Expands
Agricultural Connection with Iran

Rome, Italy ( May 20, 2015 )
-The 2013 World Food Prize
Laureate Dr. Marc Van Montagu
will deliver the keynote address
at the 9th National Biotechnology
Congress of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, which will be held in Tehran,
May 24-26, 2015, World Food Prize
Foundation president Ambassador
Kenneth M. Quinn announced today
in a speech he delivered in Rome.

Dr. Van Montagu, one of the
world’s foremost pioneers of modern
agricultural biotechnology, was
chosen to represent the World Food
Prize at this important conference
by Ambassador Quinn, at the
invitation of Dr. Behzad Ghareyazie,
Director General of the Agricultural
Biotechnology Research Institute
of Iran (ABRII). Dr. Van Montagu
is founder and chairman of the
Institute for Plant Biotechnology
for Developing Countries at Ghent
University in Belgium.

Ambassador Quinn stated
that: «The World Food Prize is
taking another important step to
build upon the special connection
that was established in August
2014 when I delivered the keynote
address at a special ceremony
organized by ABRII in Karaj, Iran to
commemorate the 100th anniversary
of the birth of Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate and World Food Prize
founder Dr. Norman. E. Borlaug.»

In that address, Ambassador Quinn
observed that the commitment
to biotechnology in the United
States and Iran offered a unique
opportunity for bilateral scientific
cooperation in addressing the global
scourge of wheat rust disease,

a problem that Dr. Borlaug had
struggled against throughout his
career. Referring to a visit by then
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev to
an Iowa farm, the Ambassador further
noted the significant role that
agricultural exchanges played in
building trust and understanding
between the United States and
the Soviet Union in 1959, a
time of significant nuclear tension.

As a follow-on action to his trip to
Iran, Ambassador Quinn invited Dr.
Goodarz Najafian, Director General
of the Iran Seed Improvement
Institute, to participate in a special
panel discussion on wheat rust at the
World Food Prize Borlaug Dialogue
Symposium in Des Moines, lowa
in October, 2014. Dr. Najafian also
had an opportunity to meet with
researchers at lowa State University
and to tour an lowa farm to see how
biotechnology wasbeing utilized
in American agriculture.

Dr. Van Montagu’s participation
at the forthcoming Congress in Iran
representing the World Food Prize
is thus “a third concrete step toward
increased understanding and scientific
exchanges with Iran in dealing with
critical issues in global food security,
which hopefully will also contribute
to enhanced understanding in other
areas and thus promote peace,”
Ambassador Quinn concluded.

Dr. Van Montagu shared the 2013
World Food Prize with Dr. Mary-Dell
Chilton and Dr. Robert Fraley of
the United States. More information
about their work is available at
www.worldfoodprize.org/laureates.
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